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NCAA and Nebraska basketball tourneys will have few fans on hand. Sports 


NBA suspends season after a player tests positive for the virus. Sports, Page 3C 


Omaha, county officials lay out plans for handling threat of outbreak. Page 5A 


Trump halts most travel from Europe to U.S. for 30 days. Page 4A 


Omaha orld-Herald 


ANDEMIC HITS HOME 
ON DAY OF NO CHEER 


j 


me 


ADNESS) 


SLL P p~ 
ar: a 


MARCH 22 g 


HOSTED gy 


e 
NCAA cum 


Omaha is expected to lose an estimated $5 million in tourism business when the NCAA basketball tournament games are played at the mostly empty CHI Health Center. 


Cases in Nebraska 
double as virus 
reaches deeper into 
daily lives 


By REECE RISTAU 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Basketball games without most 
fans. A doubling in the number of 
Nebraska cases. 

The coronavirus hit Nebraska 
hard Wednesday, with stunning 
developments that show the soci- 
etal reach of the outbreak. 

The NCAA announced that its 
upcoming championship events, 
including first- and second-round 
men’s games scheduled March 20 
and 22 at the CHI Health Center 
in Omaha, will be limited to staff 
and family members. Similarly, 
organizers of this weekend’s high 
school boys state tournament in 
Lincoln announced that its games 
will not be open to the public, only 
to family members. 

On the same day, the World 
Health Organization declared 


See Nebraska: Page 7 


Crofton boy is listed 
as serious; 5 new 
cases are relatives of 
Omaha-area woman 


By Erin Durry 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Five more cases of the coro- 
navirus disease were reported in 
Nebraska Wednesday evening, 
bringing to 10 the total number in 
the state. 

Of those 10 cases, one is a teen- 
ager. The 16-year-old boy is from 
Crofton, Nebraska, and author- 
ities aren’t certain how he con- 
tracted COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the coronavirus. 

The five new cases are close 
family members of a Douglas 
County woman who was found to 
have the disease on Tuesday. The 
woman, who is in her 40s, recently 
traveled to California and Nevada. 
The five live in Douglas County, 
and family members are self-iso- 
lating at home, according to state 
officials. 


See Crofton: Page 7 


Empty seats are 
only the start of 
economic toll that 
virus may inflict 


By Henry J. CORDES 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


The empty stands for the boys 
state high school basketball tour- 
nament means fans won’t be 
spending some $3 million in Lin- 
coln hotels, restaurants, bars and 
stores. 

Similarly, another estimated $5 
million in tourism business will be 
lost in Omaha the next weekend 
when the NCAA’s March Madness 
basketball games are held in a 
cavernous, empty arena. 

Wednesday’s decision to keep 
fans out of both events offered 
proof that the long-feared eco- 
nomic impacts of the new corona- 
virus disease are now being felt 
in Omaha and across the country. 
And by all appearances, this may 
only be the beginning. 

“It’s a wakeup call to our lodg- 


See Economy: Page 6 


As tournaments turn 
into ghost towns, 
coaches and parents 
upset, then numb 


By Dirk CHATELAIN 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Derrin Hansen watched his 
world spin upside down from the 
most ironic place. 

A crowded arena. 

The UNO men’s basketball 
coach drove to Des Moines 
Wednesday morning to evaluate 
prospects during the Iowa boys 
high school state tournament. A 
routine rite of spring. But instead 
of recruiting, Hansen spent most 
of the day inside Wells Fargo Are- 
na scrolling Twitter, stunned by an 
endless chain of coronavirus con- 
sequences. 

Just before 11:30 a.m., the first 
basketball bombshell: Nebraska’s 
three-day boys state tournament, 
beginning Thursday, was off-lim- 
its to ordinary fans, students, even 
college coaches like Hansen. Only 


See Fans: Page 6 


Concerns of racism 


Hoiberg leaves game ill 
Husker coach is hospitalized 
after leaving NU’s bench during 
the Big Ten tournament. Sports 


Jets won't be replaced 
Defense secretary won’t spend 
money to replace Offutt’s 

Open Skies planes. Page 2A 


NSAA is urged to do more 
to respond to racism at high 
school athletic events. Midlands 


Metro Omaha Builders Association 
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Meet Barbara Schievin 


Watch her prepare delicious Instant Pot 
meals that are ready to eat in minutes. 


